
Call for Participants

 

  BACK TO THE FUTURE…
AN EXPERIMENTAL DISCUSSION ON CONTEMPORARY FEMINIST PRACTICE…
 
 
 TIME: 6.30pm, Saturday, February 21st, 2009

 PLACE: Fifth Floor galleries, Whitney Museum of American Art

 RSVP Required. Reservations on a first come, first served basis.

 BACK TO THE FUTURE was organized by Jen Kennedy, an art historian, and Liz Linden, an artist.  
 They are both currently participants in the Whitney Independent Study Program.

 

At this town-hall-style public discussion, participants will be asked to engage in a temporally specific, group 
experiment aimed at frank dialogue about the feminisms of our day. Relying on a provisional, substitutive vocabulary, our event 
aims to explore terrain that is not circumscribed by the semantics and tactics of past positions by looking at what, in our contem-
porary conception of feminism-as-lived-practice, we hold to be intrinsic, innate, and unique. 
 
What happens when we are forced to temporarily set aside the terms of the past and asked to discuss feminism in a language 
that is rooted artificially and solely in the present?  It is our goal that through a non-scripted, non-hierarchical collaboration with 
the participants, we will use the “Dictionary of Temporary Approximations” to explore the nature of feminisms present, with the 
intention of ultimately rejuvenating these original terms by returning them to our conversation at the end of the experiment.  It is 
our hope that this will result in a radical expansion of the notion of feminism, bringing it into alignment with contemporary prac-
tice.

Dictionary of Temporary Approximations:
In drafting this dictionary, we have intentionally selected potentially problematic words that evoke the past 
and have thus helped pin feminism in one historical moment. In their stead, we have suggested temporary 
placeholders to be used for the duration of our discussion. 

These placeholders (the terms in capital letters below) are by design relatively emptied of gendered content.  
While we are aware that purging a discussion about feminism of certain problematic and yet uniquely 
gendered terms may threaten the specificity and urgency of the discourse, it is our contention that we are 
doing exactly the opposite; by taking the emphasis off of the sign, we return it to the signified. 

 ACTIVISM; Protest.
  as in:  I support the potential of viral forms of activism to raise awareness and provoke  
  debate in areas of life that otherwise go unconsidered.
 
 PREJUDICE; Misogyny.
  as in:  My friend was surprised to encounter prejudice when a colleague told her she  
  should “stop being hysterical.”

 PARENTING; Motherhood, and/or the state of being a parent.
  as in:  I believed that parenting is socially constituted not biologically determined.

 LIVED IDENTITY; Womanhood/manhood/subjecthood.
  as in:  My lived identity is something I take for granted, which is in part due to my  
  success in an atypical profession.

 LIVED PRACTICE; Feminism.
             as in: I participate in lived practice through my dedication to equal rights and   
  women’s health.
             or:  I am a lived practitioner because I want opportunities for my daughter.



Please answer the questions below.  R.S.V.P.s are on a first come, first served basis.  Note that your replies 
will only be used to shape the general arc of the discussion.  

HOW DO YOU PRACTICE FEMINISM TODAY?

KEEPING IN MIND THAT WE HOPE TO CREATE A SHORT LIST OF WORDS PROBLEMATICALLY ROOTED IN THE PAST, 
ARE THERE ANY CHANGES YOU WOULD SUGGEST?  Please tell us why. 

 

Jen Kennedy and Liz Linden would like to thank everyone who made BACK TO THE FUTURE possible namely Kathryn Potts and Margie Weinstein at the Whitney Museum, as 
well as everyone at the ISP, in particular Nanna Debois Buhl, Åsa Elzen, Emma Hedditch, Liz Laser and especially Johanna Burton for her unflagging support.

AGREEMENT:  I have read the statements above and agree to engage in the experiment using the outlined 
methodology and the Dictionary of Temporary Approximations provided.  I understand that the goal of this town hall 
meeting is not to undermine the achievements of feminisms past, but instead to explore the nature of feminisms 
present.

 
NAME:________________________________     DATE:____________________ 
      

EMAIL:________________________________      

To RSVP please fill out the form above and email it to back.to.the.future.09@gmail.com, or print this page and 
mail it to “Back to the Future”/181 Havemeyer #4C/Brooklyn, NY 11211, to be received on or by Thursday, 
February 19th.  We will confirm receipt of RSVP via email.

SUBORDINATION; Patriarchy.
 as in:  While subordination is intertwined with other forms of group oppression,   
we must attempt to distinguish it in our own lives, in order to combat it.

PLEASURE; Sexual liberation.
 as in:  Part of my attraction to lived practice involves my right to pleasure.

SEXUAL HEALTH; Reproductive rights.
 as in:  Sexual health is a priority to me  in that it is a safeguard for my future.
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